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DNA BACK-CAPTURE PROGRAM 

119.Mr J.J.M. BOWLER to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:   
I understand that a DNA back-capture task force has begun taking samples from the Eastern Goldfields Regional 
Prison in Kalgoorlie-Boulder.  Can the minister inform the House of the progress of the back-capture program 
around Western Australia and any recent results in fighting crime? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
I thank the member for Eyre for the question and for his strong commitment to law and order issues.  The results 
so far have been nothing short of astounding.  Only this morning I announced that one in five DNA samples 
taken as part of the back-capture program from serious offenders around Western Australia has been linked to 
unsolved crimes.  Since the back-capture program commenced, which, as members may be aware, was only in 
July this year, some 782 samples have been recorded on the central database.  They have provided direct links to 
160 unsolved crimes.  That is a magnificent effort.  It will certainly send a very clear message to anyone 
involved in criminal activity.  These incredible results will not only help solve crime but also serve to protect the 
innocent.   

I note that of the 160 unsolved crimes, a variety of offences are involved, including burglary, vehicle crime, 
stealing, graffiti and major crime such as sex offences, robbery and homicide.  Our Government has committed 
more than $22 million to this important program, which will give the police a comprehensive database of 
criminals.   

DNA is a revolutionary crime-fighting tool for the future.  As part of the Government’s commitment to crack 
down on crime, we anticipate that during this financial year we will collect some 6 000 DNA samples.  By 
solving crime more quickly and efficiently, we believe that more police will be released to patrolling and to 
high-profile, front-line duties to make our communities safer and more secure.   

In news just to hand, it has been confirmed that as a result of the DNA sampling, this morning we achieved our 
first conviction.  I know the member for Eyre will be interested in this, because it related to an offence of 
aggravated sexual penetration that took place in the Kalgoorlie region.  I am advised that this morning a plea of 
guilty was entered by a juvenile, so already we have a conviction based on this successful legislation the 
Government has put in place.   
 


